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Message Text 


CONFIDENTIAL POSS DUPE 
PAGE 01 MEXICO 04468 222253Z 
10 

ACTION INR-05 

INFO OCT-01 SS-14 ISO-OO ARA-06 PER-01 CIAE-00 /027 W 

023821 

R 222217Z MAY 75 
FM AMEMBASSY MEXICO 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 7889 
INFO SECDEF WASHDC 
DIA WASHDC 

CONFIDENTIAL MEXICO 4468 
LIMDIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: APER, MX 

SUBJECT: STATUS OF DEFENSE ATTACHE 

1. WHILE WE CONTINUE TO HEAR REPORTS THAT THE POSITION OF 

THE DEFENSE ATTACHE HERE HAS BEEN DOWNGRADED FROM BRIGADIER 
GENERAL TO COLONEL, WE'VE RECEIVED NO CONFIRMATION. IF, 

INDEED THERE HAS BEEN A DECISION TO THIS EFFECT, WE WILL 
KEEP IN MIND THAT IT WILL BE TAKEN AS AN AFFRONT BY THE 
MEXICAN MILITARY. (NOTWITHSTANDING THE FOREGOING I RECOGNIZE 
THAT A GOOD COLONEL IS A MUCH GREATER ASSET THAN A GENERAL 
NOT PREPARED OR MOTIVATED FOR THE JOB.) 

2. IF THIS DECISION IS FINAL THEN WE NEED PERMISSION TO 
BROACH THIS WITH THE MEXICAN MILITARY SO THAT IT WILL NOT 
BE A SUDDEN BLOW. WE WOULD DO THIS THROUGH THE DATT TO THE 
MEXICANS INFORMALLY ENABLING US PERHAPS TO SOFTEN THE BLOW 
AND TO BETTER ASSESS THEIR REACTION. 
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